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Ifaiah XXXVIII. 57 


THUS SAITH THE LORD, THE GOD OF DAVID THY 
FATHER, I HAVE HEARD THY PRAYER, I HAVE SEEN 
THY TEARS» BEHOLD, I WILL ADD UNTO THY DAYS 
FIFTEEN YEARS, 


S we are this day called together, to thank God 
for the wonderful deliverance which he hath 
wrought for us, in reſtoring to his former health our 
King, one of the beſt Princes that ever reigned in 
any Nation; I have not a doubt but that you will be 
impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of God's abundant mercy, 
and attentive to what I ſhall offer to your conſideration 
upon the preſent occaſion, 


In the ſacred nn we find many inſtances of 
God's gracious interpoſition in behalf of his people; 
and eſpecially when they have cried unto him in their 
diſtreſs: and one inſtance of this kind, moſt worthy 
of remark, we have in the elevated character men- 
tioned in the chapter now before us. King Hezekiah 
was a virtuous Prince; in every caſe of diſtreſs he 
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made his ſituation known to God, and implored his 
help. When Sennacherib invaded Judah, and defied 
all their hoſts, Hezekiah did not preſume to meet ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a conqueror, raſhly in his own ſtrength ; 
but ſent to the Lord's Prophet, requeſting that he 
would pray to God for him and his people: And, not 
reſting upon the efficacy of the Prophet's prayer, 
himſelf, more wiſely, beſieged the Throne of Grace, 
in order to intereſt God in his favour, He ſaid, O 
« Lord our God, ſave us from the hand of Senna- 
ce cherib, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
« know that thou art the Lord, even thou only.” 
And what was the iſſue of Hezekiah's prayer? The 
Almighty ſtooped from his throne ; he ſhewed Senna- 
cherib that he will not forſake his people; that he is a 
God that heareth prayer; for he ſent his angel, and 
in one night, “ ſmote in the camp of the Aſſyrians, 
ce an hundred and fourſcore and five thouſand.“ This 
is one of the moſt glorious acts of Divine Providence, 
recorded in holy writ; and it teacheth us and our king, 
to confide in God, whenever an hoſt of enemies riſe 
up againſt us. Notwithſtanding this ſingular deliver- 
ance, we do not find that Hezekiah ever proſtrated 
himſelf before God to return him thanks for it; but 
tho? this doth not appear, yet ſurely he could not de 
ſo highly ungrateful, as ever to ſuffer ſuch an extra- 
ordinary mercy to be eraſed from his remembrance, 
However, in the next account which we have of him, 
we ſee God's Prophet waiting upon him with this 
meſſage: „Thus ſaith the Lord, Set thine houſe in 
& order; for thou ſhalt die, and not live.” After 
ſuch a meſſage from the Lord's Prophet, no poſſible 
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hope of the continuance of life could remain, except 
the Almighty could be prevailed upon to alter his 
decree. The King, poſſeſſing the love of life, and 
naturally wiſhing for a longer period, wept ſore at 
the thought of his immediate diſſolution. This trying 
diſpenſation would bring to his recollection what the 
Lord had done to the Hoſt of the Aſſyrians: He 
therefore again exerciſeth faith in God, and prayeth 
fervently, © that he might not go down into the pit; 
ſaying to the Almighty, © The grave cannot praiſe 
cc thee, death cannot celebrate thee.” This manner 
of his pleading with the Lord, ſheweth, that he 
pledged himſelf to be grateful, if God would but ſpare 
his life : And it proveth alſo, that he was well in- 
formed of his duty, and of the divine promiſes. And 
there is one promiſe in the book of Pſalms, which 
was applicable to his caſe, and was probably known 
to him: „ Call upon me, faith God, in the day of 
« trouble: 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify 
cc me.” And no ſooner had he made his caſe known 
to the Almighty, than he received the joyful tidings 
contained in the words of our text: “ Thus faith the 
4 Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard 
« thy prayer, I have ſeen thy tears: Behold, I will 
add unto thy days fifteen, years.” Here we may 
obſerve, in what an emphatical manner the Almighty 
communicated his promiſe to Hezekiah: It were 
enough to have ſaid, . will add unto thy days fifteen 


« years:” this would have been ſufficient for the ur- 


purpoſe of the afflited king: But the gracious mode 
of the promiſe, the pleaſing repetitions contained in 
it, add infinitely to its value; and ſhew to us, that 

| . when 
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when God conferreth a favour, he doth it in a manner 
worthy of himſelf, The Almighty, under the Jewiſh 
Theocracy, choſe to-he known as the God of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob; but as David was, in many 


reſpects, a man after his own heart, the Lord, in 


ſucceeding ages, when he addreſſed himſelf, by his 
prophets to his people, delighted in the appellation of 
the God of David; and we all know how peculiarly 
the Iſraelites were attached to their forefathers. Hence, 
Jehovah appeared under 'one of his moſt endearing 


titles, when he uſhered in the gracious promiſe in the 


text: Thus ſaith the Lord, the God of David thy 
< father.” And now obſerve how the Almighty dwel- 
leth upon the attention which he had paid to the 


ſupplication of his ſervant; “ I have heard thy prayer, 


J have ſeen thy tears?“ and then followeth the 
promiſe, “ Behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen 
« years.“ I leave you to conceive how great, how 
inexpreſſible, muſt have been the joy of King Hezekiah 
upon receiving ſuch a promiſe. In the ſame chapter 


we have the particulars of his thankſgiving ; and how 


he went up to the houſe of the Lord, to bleſs the 


name of God for his recovery. 


Having ſhewn what the Almighty did for Hezekiah, 
we may adyert to the preſent joyful occaſion of our 
aſſembling; and briefly ſhew what God hath done for 
us and our * 


Not many months ago, the Lord was pleaſed to 
aMict him, and with a malady the moſt inexplicable, 
the moſt diſtreſſing of any incident to the human 
body: Under this he laboured for three or four 


months, 


/ 
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months, and all proſpect of his recovery was ex- 
tremely doubtful. And having been one of the beſt 
of kings, conſidered as a man and as a chriſtian, the 
patron of merit, the friend of piety, and, in the trueſt 
ſenſe, the father of his people; his ſubjects muſt have 
been loſt to every ſympathetic feeling, loſt to all 
ſenſe of duty, not to have mourned, as they have 
done, throughout the kingdom. No ſuch grief was 
ever known in this nation: and, I truſt in God, a like 
cauſe of lamentation may never return. The num- 
bers, ſorrowing for our king, far exceeded thoſe of 
the Egyptians, who mourned for the death of Iſrael, 
three ſcore and ten days: And were far greater than 
thoſe, who, in the plains of Moab, wept thirty 
days for the loſs of Moſes. Our diſtreſs was univerſal, 
in every loyal breaſt throughout Great Britain, and 
all its dependencies: Some millions of. faithful. ſub- 
jects were ſunk in grief, or bathed in tears. Nay, 
the melancholy news yet rolls upon the ocean, and 
ſpreads to the utmoſt boundaries of the earth; as far 
as the name of Britain, or the worth of George the 
Third, are known, Surrounding nations, - whether 
Allies, or our national enemies, felt, and alike lamen- 
ted, the afflicting ſtroke. The ſlaves over the Atlantic, 
having experienced the mildneſs of our government, 
and-the goodneſs of our king, now heave the bitter 
ſigh; and, in his behalf, implore, after their imperfect 
manner, the great ſpirit that governs the world, The 
Eaſt Indies, having ere this heard of the mercy and 
' juſtice of our ſovereign, in now having had long 
before his auguſt tribunal, the ſuppoſed plunderer of 
their treaſures, the tyrant of the Eaſt ; they muſt 
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revere and applaud the principles, and muſt lament the 
affliction of their aſſured friend, the great avenger of 
their wrongs. To comprehend the greatneſs of our 


mercy, let us, more particularly, review what was our 
diſtreſs. | 


The moſt amiable of her ſex, whether as a parent, or 
a wife; upon whom malice, tho' ever watchful, hath 
not been able to fix a ſtain; J mean, the boaſt, the joy 
of her people; the beſt queen that, in any age, ever 
_ graced the Britiſh throne : Behold, ſo beloved a charac- 
ter, ſo highly elevated, and for true worth perhaps the 
firſt in the known world : Beheld her, tortured with 
anguiſh; in the midſt of her amiable daughters, all mi- 
ſerable. Her lord under an affliction ſo melancholy, 
that reaſon could not emit, except occaſionally, a few 
ſparks of her native light: For a long time prohibited 
from attempting to ſoothe, and comfort, her diſtreſſed _ 
ſovereign, her once affectionate huſband. What ſhe 
felt, what ſhe ſuffered, none can tell; none knows but 
God alone, And in this ſtate ſhe continued, not for 
days or weeks only, but for months. This was not 
all ſhe ſuffered; this was not the only cauſe of her 
diſtreſs: In this period of her heavy calamity, there 
was an additional teſt of her virtue; a ſevere trial of 
her loyalty: There was a moſt violent oppoſition; 
| whoſe violence, and whoſe triumph, increaſed daily as 
the king's malady continued. Their object was to 
diſplace all the king's ſervants; thoſe who had long 
enjoyed and long deſerved the confidence of their 
ſovereign; and had juſtly merited the approbation of 
his people. And how the queen bore up under the ac- 


cumulated 
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cumulated ** Ty 1 troubles, cannot poſſibly be 
accounted for, otherwiſe. than from the ſacred page; 
where God pomiſeth his people, © As thy day is, fo 
0 ſhall thy ſtrength be.“ If we look, with retroſpec- 
tive view, at the parties in the great council of the 
nation : there, on the one ſide, happineſs, with ardent 
hope, mixed with the ſpecious pretext of deep ſorrow, 
fat, apparently highly elated. However, tis happy for 
us, that our wiſe and virtuous king, from the moment 
he aſcended the throne, determined, and declared to all 
his dominions, that men of virtue and moral probity 
ſhould ever ſtand firſt in his eſteem; and ſhould ever 
have a decided preference, to fill the firſt ſtations, whe- 
ther in the church or tate. And, bleſſed be God, this 
| hath hitherto been, and we may 28 that it ever may 
be, his mode of choice, 


Jethro's advice to Moſes, will be the rule of every 
wiſe king in the appointment of his ſervants : * Thou 
= ſhalt provide out of all the people, able men, ſuch 
ce as fear God, hating covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over 
te the people, to be the rulers of thouſands,; and then 
all this people ſhall go to their place! in peace,” | 


E 


However refined ſophiſts may pretend, that they can 
clearly ſee the diſtinction between a man's public and 
private character; that the one may be highly merito- 
rious, While the other is diffuſely peſtiferous; no one, 
poſſeſſing common ſenſe, can be raviſhed with the an- 
gelic oratory of ſuch a heterogenous mixture, but he 
muſt, at the ſame moment, be thunder-ftruck with a 
ivlt contempt of his principles. Oiators; however lu- 
| 5 | n minous, 
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minous, when deſtitute of morals, will ultimately ruin 
any party, or any cauſe; for independent men, who are 
the ſtrength of the nation, will never long, and tamely, 
ſubmit to ſuch would-be legiſlators. We heard alſo, 
during the Egyptian darkneſs, the king's friends; who, 
to their immortal honour, proved their loyalty; their 
attachment, at the trying moment: they did not turn 
their back in the day of battle; they would not forſake 
their king; when, and be it remembered, he could nei- 
ther ſolicit, promiſe, nor protect them. They were 
indeed all told of the land of promiſe; cluſters of grapes 
from Canaan were hung out in rich abundance; thoſe, 
who ſuppoſed themſelves elected to diſtribute the por- 
tions of that fertile ſoil, fully announced their approach- 
ing deſignation : Every man, then diſpoſed to mutiny, 
might havé, all his wiſhes inſtantly gratified; and the 
then diſmal proſpect, enforced the arguments, warranted 

the aſſertions, 


Was there any one poſſefling ſo much ſtern virtue, as 
not to yield to the temptation? Two hundred and fixty- 
{ix diſdainfully contemned the grapes. And tho' they 
fully expected to be the victims of the power, which 
they judged it their duty to delegate, they would um 
not bend to any offer; tliey would not deſert their af- 
flicted king. 


In ſhort, though we may hear and read much of the 
patriotiſm of the ancients, yet we may, probably, with 
much truth infer, that there is nothing to be found in 
Greece or Rome; nothing in ſtory, whether ancient or 
| moderny that can ſhew more virfue, or more loyalty, 
than 


E-44 4 
than was ſhewn in the Britiſh Parliament, during the 
late melancholy indiſpoſition of our king, 


During that ſuuggle, which will be 1 as 
long as hiſtory or time endure, the different principles, 
and each heart, of each individual, in each houſe, were 
fully tried; the baſe metal, and the pure gold, are now 
no longer a ſecret; the one is fit only for inferior pur- 
poſes; while the other will now moſt gracefully adorn 
the Britiſh ſenate, and the palace of the beſt of kings, 


But to return: As © afflictions do not ſpring out of 
ce the duſt:” as no diſpenſation, from the Almighty, can 
affect an individual, or a people, without ſome reafon : 
poſſibly our ſovereign's great calamity might be for the 
| fins of the nation: or, more probably it might be, as it 
will be, for the glory of God. And this we may juſtly 


infer from what our Saviour ſaid to the Phariſees, re- 


ſpecting the man who was born blind. However, for | 
whatever reaſon the Lord was pleaſed to afflict our 
king, and through him the whole nation, it is now happy 
for us; and, as we are aſſembled for the expreſs purpoſe, 
let us bleſs God for his mercy ; and for ever bleſſed be 
his boly name! that he hath heard our prayers, hath 
fully granted our requeſt, by reſtoring to us our king; 
and that ſo «pportunely, as juſt to prevent that deluge of 
confuſion, that fatal diſtraction, which was fully ripe, 
and which was within a moment of ſpreading general 
diſcontent, if not alſo a civil war, among us. And Jet 
this conſideration have its due weight upon our minds, 
in order that we may juſtly value, juſtly eſtimate the 
mercy. In no one inſtance within our memory, or in 
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the page of any hiſtory, hath God more fully ſhewn the 
greatneſs of his love to a people; or hath more exactly 
marked the proper inſtant for the diſplay of his wiſdom 
and his goodneſs, than in our king's recovery. But 
why ſhould we marvel at this? He is d He 
glorieth to ſhew himſelf God. 


If any caſe cometh near our r it 1s that mighty 
deliverance which God wrought for his people at the 
red fea, The Egyptians, not being able to trace the 
footſteps of the Almighty in the great deep, vainly 
thought they ſaw the way plain before them; they 
ſhould ſoon overtake, harraſs, bring back, or deſtroy, 
thoſe under the protection of Jacob's God: but lo, the 
moment they were all, their chariots and horſe-men, in 
the midſt of the ſea, the command iflued forth; the 
waters returned; and all the hoſts of Pharaoh were cut 
off; thete did not remain undrowned ſo much as one. 
The Iſraelites ſaw all their enemies dead upon the ſea 
ſhore; and they have ſet us an example, by praiſing 
God, for ſuch a miraculous, ſo opportune, ſo unexpect- 
ed, fo great a deliverance, The relation, between us 
and our king, is a near relation: Our intereſts, our 
proſperity, our happineſs, or our miſery depend, and 
under the ordinance of heaven, greatly upon the wiſ- 
dom, the virtue, the piety of our king. A bad king is 
one of the greate? curſes with which the Almighty can 

chaſtiſe a nation for its {#183 and innumerable inſtances, 
both in the ſacred and profane page, prove the dreadful 
fact : But may that God, “ by whom kings reign,” ſo 
protect us, that a prince of bad principles may never 
way the ſceptre of theſe kingdoms ! whereas, a good 
king, 
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King, is all we can wiſh; all we can want ; and, the 
Lord be praiſed ! ſuch a king now ſits upon the throne. 
May he long reign over us; living in the affections of 
a grateful people; poſſeſſing that ſtrength of body, and 
that vigour of mind, which are ſo eſſentially OY 
to his Ferns and to our peace. 


| But while \ we are here thanking God, and recount- 
ing his mercies, do you not find your minds upon the 
wing, to that ſolemn, that grand ſcene, which now, at 
this moment, overwhelms, with its magnificence, the 
whole metropolis? Poſſibly it may be lawful for us to 
tread that hallowed ground. Behold then, and join that 
immenſe concourſe! But did you ever feel that fineſt 
ſenſation of which the human mind is capable, which 
ariſeth from a profuſion of tears of joy? Or, if you 
have hitherto poſſeſſed ſo much ſtoical apathy, as to 
continue callous to the moſt generous feelings of the 
ſoul; yet, that divine ſight, muſt melt your adamantine 
texture; muſt compel you to participate in thoſe emo- 
tions, which the exceſs of joy alone can excite; and, 
which probably approach the neareſt to the felicity of 
Heaven. There behold our beloved king, as if raiſed 
from the dead; perfectly reſtored; and reſtored to the 
prayers of his people. There you behold our gracious 
queen; the ornament of her ſex; the admiration of the 
world: There you view all the great officers of ſtate, 
thoſe worthies, who, in hope againſt hope, ſtood firm in 
the day of our diſtreſs: You contemplate the grandeſt 
ſight that mortals can exhibit, or that can be ſeen on 
this ſide the heavenly ſtate: all in filent, in awful pro- 
ceſſion. Let us reverently attend; let poſterity witneſs; 


let 
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let ſucceeding princes, when neceſſary, OE imi- 
tate: They are all going to aſſiſt their king, in his moſt 
ſolemn, his moſt public thankſgiving to Almighty God. 
Thouſands, in holy ſtupor, behold their reſtored ſove- 
reign; tens of thouſands, in extaſy inexpreſſible, weep 
over him: Angels are admitted, as joyful ſpectators of 
the interview: Jehovah himſelf beholdeth with appro- 
bation : none but apoſtates ; none but devils, abhor the 
fight. By this public act of our king, he proves to all 
the nations upon the earth, that he believes the reli- 
gion which he profeſſes; and poſſeſſes that faith in God, 
which he ſo nobly defends. May God Almighty, this 
day, graciouſly accept him, and his thank-offering ; and 
let all the people ſay, Amen. And may we, thus highly 
favoured of the Lord, ſtudy to live daily in the fear of 
God]; in loyal and grateful obedience to the king; and 
in love one towards another. And whatever we do; 
whether we bleſs God for his mercies, or pray for the 
continuance of them, © let us do all, in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God the Father, by 
« him.” ; 


1 


